
 

 

From the Fire Chief
 

Dear OCFA Family:
 
As we continue celebrating OCFA’s 30th Anniversary (1995 to 2025), I cannot help but think of all the lives saved,
neighborhoods protected, and communities shaped by the service and selflessness of our firefighters and
professional staff – past and present, in county and out.
 
In doing so, the OCFA has emerged as a national model of fire service excellence, and throughout this Bulletin,
evidence of that assertion abounds, giving the OCFA a unique feel that combines the personal touch of a small-town,
community-focused fire department with the capabilities of a large, all-hazard agency that is recognized nationally. 
 
The throughline to this success is our people — from our very first Fire Chief Larry Holms, whose life and legacy we
continue to honor in the wake of his passing, to the recruits of Academy 61 who will soon inherit and build upon the
public trust earned by three decades of OCFA firefighter and professional staff excellence.  
 
Indeed, our people have long personified the “three Cs” in our vision statement — courage, compassion, and care —
but as we look ahead to the next 30 years, there is a fourth “C” that is equally central to our ongoing ascension as a
national model: Change. It’s right there in the first few words of our mission statement — We proudly serve the
changing needs of our communities.
 
The ways in which we have continuously changed to adapt to the needs of our service region are endless, but in light
of the upcoming CPR & AED Awareness Week, I want to highlight our exceptional evolution in delivering the highest-
quality cardiac arrest care, specifically Return of Spontaneous Circulation (ROSC). As many of you know, ROSC
refers to the restoration of a pulse and effective circulation following cardiac arrest. It reflects not just the initiation of
CPR by our dispatchers and crews, but also successful resuscitation efforts through transport.
 
Nationally, the average ROSC rate for out-of-hospital cardiac arrest is approximately 26%, and like in so many other
ways, we at the OCFA exceed that average with a 2024 ROSC performance of 32%. Last year alone, that translated
to 300 cardiac patients delivered to hospitals with a pulse and circulation by our OCFA crews.
 
As impressive as that data is, for me, it is the people behind the numbers. So, while I could include a graph that
illustrates our crews exceeding ROSC national standards, I’d rather begin this Bulletin by sharing the below video —
“E32 Cardiac Reunion” — detailing one of countless stories of a life saved; a family reunited; and an OCFA crew at
the heart of it all – pun intended.  
 
When I watched this video with our entire Board last week, what struck me most about seeing the patient alive and
well with his family is the impact Dispatcher Miller and the responding crew from Engine 32 — Captain/Paramedic
Frank Ochoa, FAE Jeremie Yorke, Firefighter/Paramedic Obed Ruis, and Firefighter Matt Becker — had on just that
one incident. To think of all the time, joy, memories, and experiences that would have been lost for that patient and his
family were it not for our people doing what they do at the highest level.
 
Multiply that by the tens of thousands of calls we respond to every year, then multiply that by three decades of
service, and it is clear our impact is eternal and our responsibility great.
 
Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to uphold that excellence, and thank you for joining me in putting
our collective shoulder to the wheel of the next 30 years of excellence In Service of Others.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief  

 

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE
 

E32 Cardiac Reunion
 
See the Chief's above letter for the story - click below to watch the reunion unfold!
 

 

 

Quarterly Size up - February, March, and April 2025
 
In this busy quarter, our firefighters responded to 44,251 incidents. Click below to see some of the highlights. 

 

 

30th Anniversary of the Oklahoma City Bombing
 
Current OCFA Battalion Chief Mike Morganstern, along with retired OCFA Battalion Chiefs Marc Hawkins and Don Forsyth,
traveled back to Oklahoma City, exactly 30 years after they were deployed to the Oklahoma City Bombing. The three were part
of a gathering at the bombing site, where they reflected on their mission in the aftermath of the devastating event. 

 

 

Orange County Fire Authority Equestrian Training Has Biggest Year
 
For the fourth year in a row, a collaboration between The J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding Center in San Juan Capistrano and the
OCFA led to high-level training for our firefighters to rescue horses and other large animals in emergencies

Click to Read the Article

 

Celebrating the Life & Legacy of OCFA's First Fire Chief, Larry Holms
 
In early May, Chief Larry Holms, the OCFA's first Fire Chief, passed away peacefully after a very brief illness. While few of us
had the honor of working with Chief Holms during his tenure as OCFA’s inaugural Fire Chief, all of us have been — and
forever will be — impacted by his vision and servant leadership.

Click to Read Chief Fennessy's Memo Honoring Chief Holms

 

Engine 36 Reunites with Survivor
 
While warming up for a soccer game in Irvine, Guillermo collapsed on the sidelines from sudden cardiac arrest. Thanks to the
quick action of his fellow soccer players who performed CPR — and the fast response from OCFA Engine 36, who provided
advanced life-saving treatment — Guillermo survived. Today, Guillermo stepped back onto the field for his first game since
that day — a powerful reminder of the importance of CPR, teamwork, and never giving up.

 

 

Mother's Day KTLA Feature
 
In honor of this special day, Firefighter Kevin Schulz surprised his mother, Sandra, OCFA's Nurse Educator Supervisor.

 

 

OCFA FIREHAWKS LAUNCH RESCUE OPERATIONS 
 
Since last summer, OCFA's FIREHAWKS have been battling wildfires in and around Orange County, but after the completion
of much training and preparation, our Air Ops team began conducting rescue missions in April. Click below for the first of
many remote rescues that underscore the multi-mission excellence of our crews and new aircraft. 

Click Here to View Video of First Ever Rescue! Click Here for Video of First Multi-Rescue Day

 

30th Anniversary Commemorative Items
 
Our 30-year anniversary commemorations continue with the opportunity to purchase the following celebratory items:
 
• A 30th Anniversary Challenge Coin, which can be ordered through the attached order form below. PLEASE ENSURE YOU
PUT YOUR STATION ASSIGNMENT ON THE ORDER FORM
 
• A 30th Anniversary T-shirt and Hoodie, both of which can be ordered from the vendor site (www.ocfa30years.com/shop).
We've extended the ordering deadline through Friday, June 13, 2025.

 ***PLEASE ENSURE YOU PUT YOUR STATION
ASSIGNMENT ON THE ORDER FORM***

Click Here to Order Shirts & Hoodies Download Challenge Coin Order Form

 

Patriot Award by the Employer Support of the Guard Reserve
 
In the heart of Military Appreciation Month, Maia Nelson of OCFA Human Resources, was awarded the Patriot Award by the
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR). This recognition was presented by Firefighter Russell Greenup, a
current member of the Army Reserve, in appreciation of Maia’s outstanding support for military personnel within OCFA.

Click Here for Social Media Post!

 

CRR DINS Team Commendation on LA Fires
 
Our Damage Inspection Specialists (DINS) teams worked steadily behind the scenes on the LA Fires, and we are proud that
they were recently recognized by the Insurance Institute for Business & Homes Safety for their excellence and support.  

Click Here to Read Commendation Letter!

 

CSFA Agency Spotlight on the Orange County Fire Authority

Click to Read the Article

 

Equity, Inclusion, and Recruitment
 

Military Appreciation Month 
 

In May, the OCFA celebrated Military Appreciation Month
through a social media campaign honoring our firefighters
and professional staff who are military veterans, including
this Day in the Life of Marine and Fire Captain Netzher Muro!

AAPI Heritage Month
 
Also in May, we celebrated Asian American Pacific Islander
(AAPI) Heritage Month through a social media campaign
honoring a few of our AAPI firefighters and professional staff,
including this Day in the Life of Captain Thanh Nguyen!  

  

 

Dispatcher Appreciation Week
 

We celebrated National Public Safety Telecommunicators
Week with various recognitions, including awards celebrating
exceptional performance and dedication by Dispatcher
Wilbert Medina and Samantha Webb. 

National Nurses Week
 
We also celebrated National Nurses Week through a social
media campaign that highlighted our six Nurse Educators
and Nurse Educator Supervisor who assist in delivering EMS
training and curriculum to our firefighter paramedics.  

Community Message

Video to  Dispatchers

Dispatch Week

Awards Full Post

Nurse Educator

Kristen Social Post

Nurse Educator

Cassandra Post

 

Upcoming Events and Podcasts
 

 

 

New Hot Pursuit Episodes
Join hosts OCFA Fire Captain/Investigator Scott Kuhlman and Public Relations Manager Sophia Champieux as they take you
behind the scenes of OC's most compelling fire investigations. Through interviews with fire investigators, law enforcement, and
forensic specialists, Hot Pursuit offers an insider's look at how these mysterious and often chilling fires are solved. 

Episode 6

Sunlight, Sanitizer, and Shenanigans

Episode 7

         The Inside Job          

Episode 8

 Two for the Price of One   

Episode 9

The Inside Job - BONUS EPISODE

Episode 10

Hot Pursuit of a Cold Case - The Armed Arsonist

Click to Follow Hot Pursuit 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA
TOP POSTS OF THE MONTH

 

Irvine Commercial Structure Fire
On April 12, our ECC received multiple calls for a fire in a commercial building in the 1700 block of Kettering. Firefighters
found a commercial building well-involved in fire on their arrival and quickly upgraded the incident to a second alarm.

 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

Santa Ana Garage Fire

 

Firefighters were called at 2:14 a.m. on March 15 to a garage
fire on South Flower Street in Santa Ana, with reports of a
burn victim. Crews quickly contained the fire to the modified
detached garage, preventing it from spreading to the house...

Mission Viejo Residential Fire

 

Our Emergency Command Center received multiple calls
from neighbors of smoke and fire coming from a single story
house in Mission Viejo. Engine 31 was the first-arriving unit
and reported smoke showing from the home... 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

Remote Rescue

 

In March, OCFA launched a Remote Rescue to find a
downed mountain biker, initiate paramedic care, and hoist
the patient into our Helicopter 3 where care was continued.
The patient was transported to a hospital for further care. 

San Clemente Pier Training

 

On March 22 the OCFA was training at the San Clemente
Pier providing our firefighters with valuable hands-on
experience, strengthening our unified readiness for any
emergency.

Click Here for Full Social Media Post Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

Orange County Fire Authority In the News
“Dramatic” Helicopter Rescue at Orange County Beach (Video)
Yahoo! News - Mar 1, 2025
 
2 California hikers rescued after being stranded on snowy mountain for 3 days
Yahoo! News - Mar 6, 2025
 
Laguna Woods resident helps save friend’s life in ocean rescue
The Orange County Register - Mar 9, 2025
 
Heroes Who Serve: 5 First Responders Keeping California Safe
Patch.com - Ramona, CA - Mar 11, 2025
 
Evacuation warning issued in OC canyons near Airport Fire ahead of heavy rain
KNBC-TV - NBC LA - Mar 12, 2025
 
Orange County rescue crews hoist person to safety amid rushing creek water
CBS News - Mar 13, 2025
 
Update: Flash flood warning active for Orange County Thursday morning
The Orange County Register - Mar 13, 2025
 
L.A.'s big winter storm brings evacuation warnings, rescues and a tornado
Yahoo! News - Mar 13, 2025
 
See it: California man rescued in daring helicopter rescue amid raging floods
FOX Weather - Mar 13, 2025
 
Teen develops and deploys game-changing wildfire sensor with California officials as the state endures more
wildfires: 'Early detection is one of our greatest weapons'
Yahoo! News - Mar 15, 2025
 
California Man’s Terrifying Fight for Life After Being Swept Into Raging Creek
MSN.com - Mar 19, 2025
 
State releasing new fire maps for Southern California. Here’s why they matter
Los Angeles Daily News - Mar 23, 2025
 
Residents Encouraged To Attend STEAM Week With First Responders
Patch.com - Mar 25, 2025
 
Woman Injured In Mission Viejo House Fire: OCFA
Patch.com - Mar 25, 2025
 
Firefighters learn horse-saving techniques with help of the Shea Center
The Orange County Register - Mar 27, 2025
 
Man arrested at residence where teen suffered fatal gunshot wound
Los Angeles Times - Mar 28, 2025
 
Driver hits multiple Orange County sheriff's units after crashing into police street closure in Stanton
CBS News - Mar 31, 2025
 
Oakley part nership with Goodwill OC provides jobs to people with dis abil ities
Spectrum Bay News 9 - Tampa - Mar 31, 2025
 
Orange County hangar fire may have been started by copper thieves: LAist
MSN.com - Apr 1, 2025
 
Orange County Fire Authority Conducts Test Landing of FIREHAWK Helicopter at Orange County Global Medical
Center
Associated Press - Apr 2, 2025
 
Apartment Fire Traps Dog In OC, Firefighters Respond: OCFA
Patch.com - Apr 10, 2025
 
Five dead, one injured in crash Saturday night in Santa Ana
KMPH-TV - Apr 10, 2025
 
13-year-old California girl is fifth to die after single-vehicle crash
The Mercury News - Apr 10, 2025
 
Air Force Dad Surprises Son + Zoo Welcomes Fishing Cat: Saturday Smiles
Patch.com - Apr 11, 2025
 
Commercial fire in Irvine under control
The Orange County Register - Apr 12, 2025
 
Investigation underway after massive fire damages Irvine commercial building
CBS News - Apr 12, 2025
 
Video: Man rescued after falling off 20-foot cliff in Laguna Beach
Yahoo! News - Apr 13, 2025
 
Large Commercial Structure On Fire In Irvine Knocked Down
Patch.com - Apr 14, 2025
 
Man rescued after falling off 20-foot cliff in Laguna Beach
Los Angeles Times - Apr 14, 2025
 
Police open fire, kill driver in chaotic Southern California pursuit
MSN.com - Apr 17, 2025
 
Garden Grove Commercial Center Catches Fire
MyNewsLA.com - Apr 17, 2025
 
Fire Damages Part of Garden Grove Commercial Center
MyNewsLA.com - Apr 17, 2025
 
Fire Preparedness in Focus at Orange County Community Safety Meeting
PicketFenceMedia - Apr 18, 2025
 
New details in chaotic Southern California pursuit that ended in hail of gunfire
Yahoo! News - Apr 22, 2025
 
Gas Leak Reported In Dana Point: Advisory
Patch.com - Apr 22, 2025
 
Orange County Fire Authority’s K9 search team a ‘phenomenal resource’
Patch.com - Apr 23, 2025
 
Burglary call leads to discovery of illegal drug lab in Orange County
Yahoo! News - Apr 27, 2025
 
Orange County Prepares for Fireworks Crackdown
KHHT-FM - Apr 30, 2025
 
Crack into a Good Time at the Rotary Club of Tustin-Santa Ana's 2025 Tustin Lobsterfest!
PRWeb - Apr 22, 2025

 

 

Broden Lefebvre, ECC Operations Supervisor
Baryic Hunter, Assistant Chief
Matthew Schuetz, Fire Division Chief
Jeffery Baca, Fire Captain
Ryan Bassett, Fire Captain/PM
Jeffery Braun, Fire Captain/PM
Kyle Diaz, Fire Captain/PM
Kristopher Gardner, Fire Captain
Michael Gonzales, Fire Captain
Kevin Granquist, Fire Captain
Troy Johnson, Fire Captain
Kenneth Kraus, Fire Captain
Bryan Mchugh, Fire Captain/PM
Samuel Pitluk, Fire Captain/PM
Brent Smith, Fire Captain
Brian Tarin, Fire Captain
Timothy Van Klaveren, Fire Captain/PM
Chet Burrows, Hand Crew Squad Boss - Temporary
Kevin Vanderboom, Hand Crew Squad Boss - Temporary

 

Gina Cheung, Accounting Manager
Thone Nguyen, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Scott Schultz, Fire Captain
Shane Sherwood, Assistant Chief
Scott Wiedensohler, Fire Division Chief
Brian Abney, Fire Captain/PM
Cory Gallup, Fire Captain/PM
Christopher Granieri, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Brian Mathews, Fire Captain
Mark McGrath, Fire Captain/PM
Frederick Niblo, Fire Captain
Wayne Parmenter, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Tamera Rivers, Management Analyst
Carlos Martin Delcampo, Heavy Equipment Technician II
Juan Perdomo, Heavy Equipment Technician II
Jason Williams, Fire Captain AFTO

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOOkFuWZMzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75uqwVulBJk
https://vimeo.com/1077982177
https://www.picketfencemedia.com/thecapistranodispatch/eye-on-sjc/orange-county-fire-authority-equestrian-training-has-biggest-year/article_717b782a-c7e4-4fc8-b8ae-6711b805522a.html
https://cm-email-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/images/ContactMonkey-User-H4xQoeZJpbIEUbxarHsioyp3Dj5ix4M54nTirGDl99DTyvjBkgyj77Kt1l5DxQAwqdPstATeXYKvoQFDGEgddTCm1LYr6EbehsotGmP3V9vHZDzAfgbZFki62Vhxad6Z/Fire%20Chief%20Larry%20Holms%20Passing_Final.pdf
https://vimeo.com/1078422046
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxzvOJfZSdM
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIbvBvVoBTY/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DJfLFmEBEOb/
http://www.ocfa30years.com/shop
https://www.ocfa30years.com/shop
https://cm-email-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/images/ContactMonkey-User-NBf7RsFl9T6gncBCBN55zhXEyUZjQ9szYFfJ0WljyEYThkszSE3QoixAcqSnub9XV8mqX7Xga40lhBl18G29XNYeFLD4PcbBk3DorhAXUMNgKF9QPkwYfO1zctGhck0H/OCFA%2030th%20Anniversary%20Coin%20-%20Order%20Form%20V2.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/p/DKKspSvMy9s/?img_index=1
https://cm-email-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/images/ContactMonkey-User-H4xQoeZJpbIEUbxarHsioyp3Dj5ix4M54nTirGDl99DTyvjBkgyj77Kt1l5DxQAwqdPstATeXYKvoQFDGEgddTCm1LYr6EbehsotGmP3V9vHZDzAfgbZFki62Vhxad6Z/0893_001.pdf
https://www.csfa.net/csfa-agency-spotlight-the-orange-county-fire-authority-protecting-a-dynamic-and-growing-region/
https://vimeo.com/1088929679
https://vimeo.com/1088929712
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIedOQBhw8c/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIo_IMBvlYQ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DJac5f2M7Nz/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DJkJviiMV7T/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/sunlight-sanitizer-and-shenanigans/id1784722675?i=1000694677793
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/sunlight-sanitizer-and-shenanigans/id1784722675?i=1000694677793
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/two-for-the-price-of-one/id1784722675?i=1000700242264
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/bonus-episode-the-inside-job-part-2/id1784722675?i=1000702166225
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/hot-pursuit-of-a-cold-case-the-armed-arsonist/id1784722675?i=1000703970089
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/hot-pursuit-a-fire-investigations-true-crime-podcast/id1784722675
https://www.facebook.com/OCFireAuthority
https://twitter.com/OCFireAuthority
https://instagram.com/OCFireAuthority
https://www.linkedin.com/company/orange-county-fire-authority/
https://vimeo.com/1075439335
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1820142575492015
https://vimeo.com/1075409198
https://vimeo.com/1075436683
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DHOAnJcRlr0/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DGZWbPXSK0l/
https://vimeo.com/1075436854
https://vimeo.com/1075437063
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1558727604978410
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DHgUkkpppIA/
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